
TRAINING TIPS 
 

 
When using the RAD-57 to measure SpCO consider the following: 

 
• If possible, confirm pre-incident SpCO level and record for reference 
 
• Proper probe placement is important 

 
• Finger should be relatively clean and warm for optimal reading 

 
• Low levels of SpCO may be normal, typically less than 5 

 
• If SpCO is 10 or above, reconfirm measurement by measuring several 

fingers (Do not use thumb or small finger/5th finger) 
 

• If SpCO remains above 10, consider further evaluation and treatment as 
per local protocol 

 
• Always evaluate the patients condition as the primary means of 

determining treatment 
 

• Always follow your local EMS protocols and consult your local EMS medical 
director 
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